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It being impracticable to express in these columns the 
divergent views of the thousands of members of the 
American Peace Society, full responsibility for the utter- 
ances of this magazine is assumed by the Editor. 

THIS SOCIETY 

If we are to get the $15,000 under the terms of the 
offer of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, it will be necessary for the friends of the Amer- 
ican Peace Society to come forward with approximately 
$5,000 between now and June 30, 1922. 



The pamphlet, The Federal Convention of 1787, 
costs $160.00 a thousand, in 5,000 lots. Money 
contributed for its publication will be doubled by the 
terms of the Carnegie Endowment's offer. An invest- 
ment opportunity indeed ! We are told that every high- 
school and college student, every member of State and 
national legislature should have this epitome of Amer- 
ica's contribution to a governed world. Only money is 
needed. 



The ninety-fourth annual meeting of the 
American Peace Society will be held at the So- 
ciety's headquarters Friday, May 26, at 10 a. m. 

The annual dinner of the American Peace Society 
will be held at Eauscher's, "Washington, D. C, in the 
evening at 7.30 o'clock. 

Members of the American Peace Society wishing to 
attend this dinner should notify this office on or before 
the 22d of May. The dinner will cost approximately 
five dollars a plate. 



THE FOUNDATIONS OF OUR FAITH 

One's views are inevitably colored by one's experi- 
ences. American opinions of international be- 
havior, when such opinions become generally articulate, 
will necessarily reflect the thing that is America. The 
thing that is America has followed a course zigzagging 
now toward anarchy, and then toward tyranny. Phrased 
in milder terms, our course has been sometimes toward 
a perfect freedom of the nation's parts and sometimes 
toward a perfect centralization of government. It is 
the genius of democracy to be more afraid of too much 
government than of too much freedom. 

Just now the drift is away from State and local self- 
government toward control from a central authority. 
The familiar suspicions of an overeentralized federal 
bureaucracy have waned. Sentimentalists, cranks, job- 
hunters, and perfectly lovely folk are trying to make the 
American people believe not only in the efficacy of a 
paternal government, but the necessity of a maternal 
government as well — and at the moment they are suc- 
ceeding surprisingly well. It seems to be an easy and a 
natural thing for shiftless persons and States to pass 
responsibility and power on to some one else. And that 
some one else, in this case the Federal Government, is 
not loath to accept the new powers; it gobbles them. 
American political philosophy reflects this time-spirit. 
Thoughtful students of American history are disturbed. 

It may be that our American experiment, our Union 
of free, sovereign, and independent States, is to pass 
away. It may be that our American Government will 
become simply a federal bureaucracy, the States and the 
people contenting themselves to be run from Washing- 
ton. We may become just another canonical autocracy. 
But we do not believe it. We prefer to believe that our 
Union will remain a Union, and that the fundamental 
structures of America are enduring. 

The American Peace Society has just sent out a little 
pamphlet briefly reviewing the Federal Convention of 
1787. Eeturns are just beginning to arrive. One pro- 
fessor of social and political science in one of our oldest 
New England universities writes of it: "I would ask 
for 125 copies to distribute to my classes in political 
science." There are other letters of the same kind. A 
number of schools have already recommended it as a 
supplementary text. A well-known author writes : 

"I wish to express my thanks and appreciation. Your 
booklet, 'The Federal Convention of 1787/ has been re- 
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